COOLGARDENS Storefront!iB

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 24, 2025
CONTACT: Abigail Auld, coolgardens@storefrontmb.ca

STOREFRONT MANITOBA LAUNCHES THE 10™ EDITION OF COOL GARDENS

Storefront Manitoba announces the launch of Cool Gardens 2025, a landscape art and design
festival featuring nine new installations across Winnipeg, in Assiniboine Park, Osborne Village,
St. Boniface, The Forks, and the reimagined Graham Avenue pedestrian and active
transportation corridor. This year’s designs include a bike-powered giant fan, a dazzling canopy
made up of waste-diverted soda cans, gardens designed for community harvesting, and more!

Cool Gardens 2025 installations were created by several Winnipeg-based teams and others
from Halifax, Saskatoon, and New York/Washington D.C. The nine installations are:

Petals in Perspective June 5 — Sept 28 Woven Relations July 6 - Sept 28
PAIRIDAEZA June 5 — Sept 7 AT THE FORKS
AT ASSINIBOINE PARK

Anything for a Breeze July 5 — Sept 28

OSBO June 21 - Sept 28 The Living Shore July 5 — Sept 28

IN OSBORNE VILLAGE Tawnday pe’ oototayan? July 5 — Sept 28

berdie June 22 — Sept 28 Art City Downtown Street Sculpture July 11 — Sept 28
AT LA MAISON DES ARTISTES VISUELS ON GRAHAM AVENUE BETWEEN DONALD + SMITH
FRANCOPHONES

“This year marks the 10" and largest edition of Cool Gardens, which first began in 2013, led by
founding co-curators Eduardo Aquino and the late David Penner, says Jaya Beange, Storefront
Manitoba’s Executive Director. “The 2025 edition expands to five locations across Winnipeg,
while welcoming new community partnerships and this year’s organizing curator Abigail Auld.”

Cool Gardens follows a similar format as the world-renowned Warming Huts: An Arts +
Architecture Competition on Ice organized by The Forks North Portage and Sputnik
Architecture. Five competition-winning Cool Gardens were selected by jury and four invited
installations were organized with community partners: Art City Inc., the Manitoba Métis
Federation — National Government of the Red River Métis, the University of Manitoba Faculty of
Architecture, and La Maison des artistes visuels francophones.

“The program for Cool Gardens 2025 focuses on new and existing community partnerships and
explores themes of sustainability, lifecycles, and stewardship,” says Abigail Auld, Curator, Cool
Gardens 2025. “The open call invited teams to consider reused and repurposed materials and to
feature local vegetation. Designers were asked to consider the afterlife of their temporary
installations, with teams planning plant give-aways and reuse of installation components once
Cool Gardens 2025 wraps in September.”

Cool Gardens 2025 officially runs from July 5 to September 28. All are welcome to join in
celebrating with Public Launch + Block Party on Graham Avenue, on Saturday July 5, from 1-
3pm. Visit www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens for events happening throughout the festival run,
including bike tours and workshops, and for a map of all 2025 Cool Gardens installations. Follow
along as new installations are unveiled @storefront mb.

Cool Gardens 2025 is made possible with the generous support of this year’s Major Partners:
the Assiniboine Park Conservancy, the City of Winnipeg, the Osborne Village BIZ, La Maison des


https://www.instagram.com/storefront_mb/

artistes visuels francophones; The Forks; and the University of Manitoba Faculty of Architecture;
Media Partner, Deskwork Studio, and Event Partner, the Downtown BIZ.
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COOL GARDENS 2025 COMPETITION WINNERS

DAWN z: University

«Manitoba

nnnnnnnnnnn Faculty of Architecture

Petals in Perspective
By PETAL (Noah Shotton, Gavin Buhler, Bayan Shaeri, and Owen
Tintor) (Winnipeg, MB)

Location: Assiniboine Park (outdoor Sensory Gardens)
Open: June 5 — September 28

"4, PAIRIDAEZA
By Yasaman Kashani, Madeleine Dafoe, and Calvin Tan (Winnipeg,
MB)

Location: Assiniboine Park (Babs Asper Display Biome inside The
Leaf, by admission)
Open: June 5 — September 7

OSBO
By SKHLD (Dallin Taylor, Howl Phan, Kamryn Sigvaldason, Katrina

Wisneski, Lucas Szpigiel, and Sari Halldorson Haines) (Winnipeg,
MB)

Location: Osborne Village (alleyway between 126+130 Osborne St)
Open: June 21 — September 28

| Anything for a Breeze
By OSO planning + design (Halifax, NS)

Location: Graham Avenue between Smith and Donald
Open: July 5 — September 28

The Living Shore
By Nyta Design (New York/Washington D.C., USA)

Location: Graham Avenue between Smith and Donald
Open: July 5 — September 2



https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mawn4a553
https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mawmanym1
https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mawnayve1
https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mawniamp
https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mawmanyp2

COOL GARDENS 2025 INVITED INSTALLATIONS

, ~ Woven Relations

I : 2 By University of Manitoba Faculty of Architecture students Maggie
e 3 Cramb, Busola Ayoola, Shiza Jawed, Eva Hagel MacPherson,
Yanchi Liu, Jory Thomas, and Jane Santa Ana, led by Professor
Frits Van Loon (Winnipeg, MB)

Location: The Forks (The Peace Park, 85 Israel Asper Way)
Open: July 6 — September 28

berdie
By derdie (Andie Palynchuk and Derek Sandbeck) (Saskatoon, SK)

Location: le Jardin de Sculptures, La Maison des artistes visuels
~ francophones
- Open: June 22 — September 28

Tawnday pe’ oototayan?
By the Manitoba Métis Federation — National Government of the
Red River Métis (Winnipeg, MB)

Location: Graham Avenue between Smith and Donald
Open: July 5 — September 28

Art City Downtown Street Sculpture
By Art City (Winnipeg, MB)

Location: Graham Avenue between Smith and Donald
Open: July 11 — September 28
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ABOUT COOL GARDENS

Cool Gardens is a design competition and public exhibition that has taken place at various sites
across Manitoba since 2013. Local and international teams of artists and designers are invited to
create innovative, engaging, and accessible landscape art and design installations. Free and
open to the public, these contemporary gardens offer points of curiosity, play, and COOL-ing
that encourage Winnipeggers to enjoy summer in the city in new and exciting ways each year.

For more information visit: www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens
Instagram: @storefront_ mb
Facebook: @storefrontmb



https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mbiab68m
https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mbiajdb91
https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mbjhb99y
https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens-installations-2025/#comp-mbiaxqzc1
https://www.facebook.com/storefrontmb
https://www.instagram.com/storefront_mb/
https://www.storefrontmb.ca/cool-gardens

ABOUT STOREFRONT MANITOBA

Storefront Manitoba was established in 2010 to foster design culture in Manitoba. Since its
inception, Storefront Manitoba has coordinated a host of events, including forums, film series,
the Winnipeg Design Festival, CommerceDesignWinnipeg, the Architecture Fringe Festival, and
TableFor1200. Storefront Manitoba has published several books on architecture, design, and
urbanism including Cool Gardens — An Exhibition of Temporary Installations, celebrating the first
five years of the project. The organization is overseen by a board of directors that draws from all
spatial disciplines: Landscape, Architecture, Interior Design, and Planning.

MEDIA REQUESTS
All media inquiries including photos, information, and media kits can be directed to:

Abigail Auld, Curator, Cool Gardens
coolgardens@storefrontmb.ca

Jaya Beange, Executive Director, Storefront Manitoba
(204) 963-5292
jaya@storefrontmb.ca



